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“Entrepreneurship is the best thing ever happened in my professional life”

Professor of the University of Valencia, Manuel Pérez-Alonso soon realized that the academic framework limited his possibilities of 

knowledge transfer. Therefore, he decided to found biotech companies to make that knowledge useful. He is the founder of six companies 

in the field of Biomedicine, among which are the Institute of Genomic Medicine, Valentia BioPharma and Genera Biotech. With the aim of 

promoting bioentrepreneurship, "the best thing ever happened in my professional life", he created the TEI Bio Meetings, which have now 

spread to Madrid, organized by AsBioMad, FEBiotec's IM in Madrid.

1) How did the 
idea of the TEI Bio 
Meetings come?

The idea appeared at 
a working lunch, where 
we wondered how to 
foster biotechnology 
companies in Spain, 
streamlining knowledge 
transference and 
promoting investment... 

This led to suggesting this initiative, a meeting similar 
to those held in other sectors, such as the Internet, but 
focused exclusively on Biotechnology and Biomedicine, 
which makes it unique.

2) Why should a young scientist attend the TEI 
Bio Meetings?

One of the main obstacles for the young entrepreneur 
is the lack of specialized knowledge. But senior 
researchers do have that knowledge. TEI Bio Meetings 

bring together these two groups, in order to promote 
the exchange of ideas.

3) What do you advice young scientists who 
want to become Bioentrepreneurs?

Never seek profit over social benefit, as profit cannot 
be the engine that encourages entrepreneurship. 
Additionally, I advice that, before taking any legal 
step, you should consult with reliable lawyers to avoid 
possible malpractice.
But most important for being a successful entrepreneur 
three things, or rather, people are necessary for the 
company: a senior researcher, an investor, and fellow 
adventurers.These three can be found in the TEI Bio 
Meetings.

The TEI Bio meetings are held monthly in Valencia and 
Madrid. For more information, see the following links  
http://www.encuentrosteibio.es/ (Valencia Edition) 
http://encuentrosteibiomad.wordpress.com/ (Madrid 
Edition)
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What would you like to do?

Volunteering is a great way of gaining new skills and 
experiences that will boost your CV and will make you 
visible to potential employers. The current job market 
requests highly motivated, interdisciplinary individuals 
with practical experience. Volunteering offers you the 
opportunity to develop the skills needed to get you the 
job you desire!

YEBN will assist you in developing skills such as time 
management, project management and inter-personal 
communication – abilities your future employer will ask 
for. In order to train and test your abilities in a friendly 
environment, YEBN is creating numerous positions, 
which we are now advertising in our newly launched 
“Volunteering Brochure”.  The Volunteering Brochure 
will be released on a tri-monthly basis and will include 

various volunteering options within different areas of 
the organisation. If you would like to improve your 
communication skills, why not join the Communication 
Task Group? Or if you would rather like to get engaged 
with project management, why not join the Career 
Development Task Group?

Today’s science career paths are diverse and full of 
opportunities. If you are passionate about a certain 
topic or cause, and if you would like to meet new 
professionals working on a particular subject, 
volunteering may open many doors for future 
employment. Do not underestimate yourself; you have 
a lot to offer!
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Officer
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