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Dear all, 

Welcome to the first newsletter 

edition of this year. First of all, we 

are proud to announce the new 

YEBN executive board, you can get 

to know more about them on the 

first page. On page 2 you wil l find 

some inspiration for your future 

professional l ife: an interview with 

Manuel Pérez-Alonso, founder of six 

biotech companies, and a new article 

in the career section on volunteering 

for YEBN. For the scientists among 

you, we also have an article on the 

“Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions in 

Horizon 2020” on page 5.

Stil l that´s not all, if you go on 

reading you´ll find out that our 

institutional members have also been 

working hard. NGB and bts joined 

forces to organize Comm4Biotech 

(page 3). The Spanish federation of 

Biotechnology has also been quite 

busy these past months. Did you 

know that 2014 wil l be the year of 

the biotechnology in Spain? You 

can learn more about this and other 

activities on pages 3 - 4 and 6.

Enjoy your reading!

The newsletter team

Carmen Aguirre Hernández, Natascha 
Sattler 
YEBN newsletter editors
newsletter[at]yebn.eu

The new YEBN Executive Board

During the course of the last Annual Meeting (Heidelberg, 1st December 
2013), YEBN and its IM elected the new EB, who will lead YEBN during 2014. 
Find out a bit more about them and their ideas for young European scientists!

Katharina - 
Treasurer

 
Being 
part of 
YEBN 
brings 
you closer to other 
young scientists, 
trains your skills and 
helps you develop 
your ideas. Everyone 
should have the 
chance to experience 
this! 

Wenke - Secretary

 YEBN serves 
as a platform to 
learn about yourself 
and test your ideas. I am in 
YEBN to help other scientists 
to experience the feeling of 
pursuing your own ideas 

Daniel - Vice-
Chairman

 There is a gap 
between doing and 
willing. There is a lot 
of power in European 
young scientists and 
I would like YEBN to 
help them develop 
that energy and skills 
that are 
required in 
nowadays 
job market 

Robert - Chairman

 Many young 
people limit their 
capabilities because 
they never experienced how 
their own ideas can become 
reality. I want YEBN to provide 
the necessary structures for 
your scientists in order to build 
their own ideas and projects 

Tabea - Human Resources Officer

 It is a great pleasure to contribute to a network, which 
readily engages its members in discussions about the 
translational aspects of basic science, science politics, science-
based business and potential career paths 

Marie - Chief 
Communication Officer

 I got to know YEBN 
as a young, multicultural, 
fascinating and diverse 
network with great 
potential and I would 
like to foster and present 
these inherent YEBN 
properties to the inside 
and outside

 

www.yebn.eu
mailto:newsletter%40yebn.org?subject=Newsletter
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“Entrepreneurship is the best thing ever happened in my professional life”

Professor of the University of Valencia, Manuel Pérez-Alonso soon realized that the academic framework limited his possibilities of 

knowledge transfer. Therefore, he decided to found biotech companies to make that knowledge useful. He is the founder of six companies 

in the field of Biomedicine, among which are the Institute of Genomic Medicine, Valentia BioPharma and Genera Biotech. With the aim of 

promoting bioentrepreneurship, "the best thing ever happened in my professional life", he created the TEI Bio Meetings, which have now 

spread to Madrid, organized by AsBioMad, FEBiotec's IM in Madrid.

1) How did the 
idea of the TEI Bio 
Meetings come?

The idea appeared at 
a working lunch, where 
we wondered how to 
foster biotechnology 
companies in Spain, 
streamlining knowledge 
transference and 
promoting investment... 

This led to suggesting this initiative, a meeting similar 
to those held in other sectors, such as the Internet, but 
focused exclusively on Biotechnology and Biomedicine, 
which makes it unique.

2) Why should a young scientist attend the TEI 
Bio Meetings?

One of the main obstacles for the young entrepreneur 
is the lack of specialized knowledge. But senior 
researchers do have that knowledge. TEI Bio Meetings 

bring together these two groups, in order to promote 
the exchange of ideas.

3) What do you advice young scientists who 
want to become Bioentrepreneurs?

Never seek profit over social benefit, as profit cannot 
be the engine that encourages entrepreneurship. 
Additionally, I advice that, before taking any legal 
step, you should consult with reliable lawyers to avoid 
possible malpractice.
But most important for being a successful entrepreneur 
three things, or rather, people are necessary for the 
company: a senior researcher, an investor, and fellow 
adventurers.These three can be found in the TEI Bio 
Meetings.

The TEI Bio meetings are held monthly in Valencia and 
Madrid. For more information, see the following links  
http://www.encuentrosteibio.es/ (Valencia Edition) 
http://encuentrosteibiomad.wordpress.com/ (Madrid 
Edition)

Interview by Arturo Blázquez Navarro

YEBN scientist focus

Photo by Laura Sánchez Pérez

What would you like to do?

Volunteering is a great way of gaining new skills and 
experiences that will boost your CV and will make you 
visible to potential employers. The current job market 
requests highly motivated, interdisciplinary individuals 
with practical experience. Volunteering offers you the 
opportunity to develop the skills needed to get you the 
job you desire!

YEBN will assist you in developing skills such as time 
management, project management and inter-personal 
communication – abilities your future employer will ask 
for. In order to train and test your abilities in a friendly 
environment, YEBN is creating numerous positions, 
which we are now advertising in our newly launched 
“Volunteering Brochure”.  The Volunteering Brochure 
will be released on a tri-monthly basis and will include 

various volunteering options within different areas of 
the organisation. If you would like to improve your 
communication skills, why not join the Communication 
Task Group? Or if you would rather like to get engaged 
with project management, why not join the Career 
Development Task Group?

Today’s science career paths are diverse and full of 
opportunities. If you are passionate about a certain 
topic or cause, and if you would like to meet new 
professionals working on a particular subject, 
volunteering may open many doors for future 
employment. Do not underestimate yourself; you have 
a lot to offer!

Daniel Moreno, Vice-chairman & Tabea Sturmheit, Human Resources 

Officer

Career Section
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Comm4Biotech 2

On the 29th and 30th November 2013, the Second 
edition of the Comm4Biotech congress took place at the 
DKFZ (German Cancer Research Center) in Heidelberg. 
As its name suggests Comm4Biotech was about 
Communication in Life Sciences and was organized by 
NGB and btS e.V. Future generations of scientist, together 
with decisions makers will have to face communicative 
changes in biotechnology. This meeting aimed to raise 
public awareness about this issue and provide tools 
and advice to enhance everyone´s communication 
skills. It also aimed to increase the awareness of future 
generations of scientists and decision makers’ towards 
the communicative challenges biotechnologies will 
have to face. In addition, several tools and advice were 
suggested to enhance everyone’s communication skills.  

“We are all communication experts because we 
communicate every day” (Claus Masden). Yet, this truth 
is a bit more complicated when it comes to science. 
This kind of communication has to be learnt. What is 
the best way to explain a complex topic in a brief and 
easy manner especially to lay audience? This is a very 
important issue since every scientist has the duty to 
explain his/her field of work in an understandable way 
not only to other scientists but also to politicians and 
the general public.

The current debates in Life Science were discussed in 
either lectures or workshops. These included Green 
Biotechnology, Synthetic Biology, Genetic Diagnosis, 
Open Access Publications, as well, as the potential 

misuse of scientific discoveries. Furthermore, the 
Heidelberg iGEM team and the commHERE project 
showed how to enhance communication with the public 
and journalists have given some insights into working 
in the science communication field.  

With around 200 participants, the congress was a full 
success. In addition, we received positive feedback 
from both participants and speakers. These two days 
were a chance to meet and discuss with students from 
other European countries, to gain valuable soft skills 
and extend the professional network, while trying 
to tackle the issues of tomorrow in Life Science and 
Communication.

You can find further information about the conference 
and some pictures on the website: www.comm4biotech.
eu.

Comm4Biotech Team

Event Report

Photo by Sebastian Olényi

FEBiotec Divulga, the biggest Biotechnology popularization initiative in Spain, 
starts its second edition

After the great success of the first edition, FEBiotec Divulga 
started last 9 January its second edition. This project, which 
combines fascination for science, entrepreneurship and teaching, 
took form in 2012. It is a result of various innovative projects 
in Biotechnology dissemination that began in 2009. Since 
then, more than 5000 people have got to know Biotechnology 
through FEBiotec Divulga and now, with support from the 
Amgen Foundation and the King Baudouin Foundation of the 
United States, FEBiotec Divulga will help expand Biotechnology 
awareness in Spain during the Spanish Year of Biotechnology.

Photo by Alejandro Sarrión

www.comm4biotech.eu
www.comm4biotech.eu
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The Spanish Parliament approves 2014 as the Spanish Year of Biotechnology

2014 will be the year of Biotechnology in Spain. On December 26, 2013 the publication of the Spanish 
State Budget for 2014 stated this year as the “Year of Biotechnology” with the status "exceptional public 
interest” and added tax benefits for individuals and companies participating in the Year of Biotechnology.  

The commemoration of 2014 as Spanish Year of Biotechnology is an initiative born in the Spanish Federation 
of Biotechnologists (FEBiotec), with the support of the Spanish Bioindustry Association, the Spanish Society 
of Biotechnology and the Spanish Society for Microbiology. The main objectives of the commemoration are:

1. Boost Biotechnology research in Spain.

2. Promote the biotechnological applications in the Spanish society.

3. Improve the teaching, communication and spread of Biotechnology in Spain.

4. Increase cooperation between the public and private sector.

5. Foster technology transfer and private investments in Biotechnology.

A growing sector

The Spanish biotechnology sector, has shown in recent years to be an area of singular strength and great growth 
prospects. This exceptional dynamism has been recognized by the OECD. In 2012, the organisation 
placed Spain as the second country within the 34 member countries with the largest number of companies in the 
biotechnology sector. Thus, the commemoration will be a definite boost for a sector that is destined to play a 
major role in a future economic model based on knowledge and R&D.

Arturo Blázquez Navarro 

FEBiotec Divulga was created with the aim of uniting three existing Biotechnology programs: Biotechnofarm, 
which shows Biotechnology to high school students; Emprendevirus, an introduction to bioentrepreneurship at 
a high school level; and BioDocentia, an update course for Biology high school teachers. The second edition of 
FEBiotec Divulga is aiming to reach more than 2500 attendants in 10 of the 17 regions of Spain, for the first time. 
For more information, please visit the website: www.febiotecdivulga.es

Arturo Blázquez Navarro

%20www.febiotecdivulga.es%20
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Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions in Horizon 2020

For a young researcher, Marie Curie Actions is perhaps the most interesting aspect of the EU research programmes. 
It is certainly the most diverse, having financed over 60,000 researchers from 130 countries, from Masters 
students to Professors, including funding of 10,000 PhD students in the last seven years. It is also the most 
gender equal, with nearly 40 per cent of grants going to women. Funding is open to all research fields of basic 
research and innovation and mobility is a key requirement, researchers only receive funding if they move from 
one country to another.

The aim is to create a new European culture of dynamic mobile researchers, and collaboration between countries 
and disciplines.

So what shall happen to the programme in Horizon 2020, the next seven year of EU funding which 
will run from 2014 to 2020?

The first change is one of semantics. The programme will be renamed Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) 
to reflect the Polish roots of the young scientist who moved to France to pursue her scientific career. Along with 
the European Research Council (ERC), MSCA will form the main part of the ‘Excellence’ pillar of Horizon 2020, 
and has been allocated a budget of 4.7 billion Euros, which is expected to fund 65,000 researchers, including 
25,000 young scientists.

The programme will be simplified from 11 funding schemes to 4 major components.

• Innovative Training Networks are the main EU programme for structured PhD training, and are proposed by 
international networks of at least 3 organisations from public and private sectors. The aim of is to train a new 
generation of creative, entrepreneurial and innovative early-stage researchers.  

• For post-docs and more experienced researchers, the Individual Fellowship scheme will combine European 
Fellowships for Career Development, International Incoming Fellowships, International Outgoing Fellowships and 
Career Integration Grants programmes. The fellowships are designed to create opportunities for international and 
inter-sector mobility, and help facilitate career moves.

• The third component is called Research and Innovation Staff Exchange (RISE), and focuses on international 
and inter-sector mobility for knowledge-transfer. Short-term secondments of 1-12 months of research staff at all 
levels.

• The fourth component is called COFUND which aims to integrate the principles of MSCA – international mobility, 
training, and career development – into existing regional, national, and international programmes. This is 
achieved by co-funding new or existing programmes to open up to, and provide for, international, inter-sectoral 
and interdisciplinary research training, as well as transnational and cross-sectoral mobility of researchers at all 
stages of their career.

Despite the commitment to MSCA, the overall percentage of the programme in Horizon 2020 has decreased 
compared to the previous budget, whereas the ERC has seen a substantial increase (from 7.5 billion to 13 billion 
euros). Together these programmes provide support from the first steps of postgraduate training to the advanced 
funding or principle investigators. Therefore, some commentators have suggested that both programmes should 
be expanded together, to acknowledge the place of MSCA as central to the development of young European 
scientists.

Calum MacKichan
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follow us on www.yebn.eu      

8th Congress of FEBiotec will 
take place in Barcelona, with 
the attendance of two Nobel 
Laureates

The 8th Congress of FEBiotec - 
Biotech Annual Congress 2014 
(BAC2014), the largest annual event 
of Biotechnology in Spain and one 
of the congresses with the greatest 
impact in southern Europe, will take 
place in Barcelona from 9-11 July. 
Promoted by the Spanish Federation 
of Biotechnology (FEBiotec) 
and organized by the Catalan 
Association of Biotechnologists 
(ASBTEC), the scientific program 
of this eighth edition of Biotech 
Annual Congress will feature highly 
prestigious researchers, with the 
attendance of Dr. Kurt Wüthrich, 
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry 2002, 

Dr. Werner Arber, Nobel Laureate 
in Medicine or Physiology in 1978 
and Dr. Jean Weissenbach, Prince 
of Asturias Award for Research in 
2001.

The choice of Barcelona as 
the venue for BAC 2014 is not 
accidental. Catalonia is one of the 
great national biotechnology hubs, 
with a 20% of the companies in 
the sector. Its extensive network of 
research centres in biotechnology 
has made Catalonia a real centre 
of biotechnology innovation in 
Europe.

In addition, BAC 2014 will be held 
at a very special moment: during 
the Spanish Year of Biotechnology.

The organization of Biotech 2014 
Annual Congress aims, therefore, to 

present the Spanish biotechnology 
sector, promote a meeting point 

for professionals and students 
and promote biotechnologists 
bioentrepreneurship and 
innovation, key elements for an 
economy based on knowledge. For 
more information, please visit the 
Congress website: www.bac2014.
es

Ángela Bernardo Álvarez and Arturo 

Blázquez Navarro

Upcoming events in Life Sciences

www.bac2014.es%20
www.bac2014.es%20

